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“Take up the full armor of God, that you may be able to resist 
in the evil day, and having done everything, to stand firm” 

Ephesians 6:13

Concerning Jesus, the apostle Paul writes, “In Him we have redemption through 
His blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of His grace” (Eph. 1:7). It is 
evident from this passage, as well as numerous others, that Jesus Christ has provided 
forgiveness of sins through sacrificing Himself on the cross. However, as we consider 
the subject of forgiveness, there are some important points that must be raised with 
regard to the very nature of forgiveness. The New Testament Scriptures furnish us with 
a good understanding of the nature of forgiveness in relationship between men, and in 
relationship between God and man. The Bible teaches that:

1. Forgiveness Is Conditional In Our Relationship With God: -- As previously 
noted, the sacrifice of Christ provides forgiveness of sins. The apostle John writes, “My 
little children, these things write I unto you, that ye sin not. And if any man sin, we have an 
advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous: and He is the propitiation for our sins: and 
not for ours only, but also for the sins of the whole world” (1 Jno. 2:1–2). While it is true that 
Jesus died for the whole world, not everyone in the world will receive forgiveness of sins, 
due to the fact that forgiveness is conditional. Jesus said, “For if ye believe not that I am He, 
ye shall die in your sins” ( Jno. 8: 24), and, “He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved; but 
he that believeth not shall be damned” (Mk. 16:16). God is willing to forgive us (2 Pet. 3:9), 
but He will not forgive anyone who has not met the conditions of forgiveness. Once we 
obey the gospel, then we have met the conditions of forgiveness, for Peter said, “Repent, 
and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye 
shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit” (Acts 2:38). Forgiveness from the Lord remains on 
a conditional basis for Christians as well. John writes, “If we confess our sins, He is faithful 
and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness” (1 Jno. 1:9). Even 
after we have obeyed the gospel we must meet the Lord’s conditions for forgiveness 
when we sin if we expect to be forgiven of that sin.

2. Forgiveness Is Conditional In Our Relationship With Others: -- The Scriptures 
also give us some guidelines concerning the nature of forgiveness between two or more 
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1.  Whose palace 
had a hand that 
wrote on the 
wall?

2.  What king 
of Tyre sent 
materials for 
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3.  What 
Babylonian went 
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the roof of his 
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4.  Who took 
thirteen years to 
build his palace?

5.  Who served 
as a cupbearer 
in Persia’s royal 
palace?
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individuals. Of course, we can choose to unconditionally forgive 
anyone who has wronged us at any time. Stephen displayed this 
attitude while he was being murdered as he looked to heaven 
and said concerning his murderers, “Lord, lay not this sin to their 
charge” (Acts 7:60). However, the Lord does not demand that we 
unconditionally forgive anyone. Jesus said, “Take heed to yourselves: 
If thy brother trespass against thee, rebuke him; and if he repent, forgive 
him. And if he trespass against thee seven times in a day, and seven times 
in a day turn again to thee, saying, ‘I repent;’ thou shalt forgive him” 
(Lk. 17:3–4). Clearly, Jesus teaches us that there are conditions for 
forgiveness between two individuals. As Christians, we are taught 
to encourage a brother to repent when he sins against us. If he 
repents, then he has met the conditions for forgiveness, and we are 
required by the Lord to forgive him. The wisdom of the Lord is seen 
here, since rebuking such a brother may bring about his salvation 
as he sees his error and repents. If we were to bestow unconditional 
forgiveness upon everyone who sins against us, then we would be 
doing nothing toward the salvation of the souls of those individuals.

3. We Must Be Willing To Forgive Others, Or God Will Not Forgive 
us: -- While it is true that we are not bound to forgive others until 
they repent of their sin, we must be of a willing heart to forgive them 
once they do repent. Jesus said, “And when ye stand praying, forgive, 
if ye have ought against any: that your Father also which is in heaven 
may forgive you your trespasses. But if ye do not forgive, neither will your 
Father which is in heaven forgive your trespasses” (Mk. 11:25–26). If 
we withhold forgiveness from someone who has repented, then we 
will be guilty of sin ourselves. There is a direct relationship between 
our willingness to forgive others and God’s willingness to forgive us. 
Jesus made this clear as He said, “For if ye forgive men their trespasses, 
your heavenly Father will also forgive you; but if ye forgive not men their 
trespasses, neither will your Father forgive your trespasses” (Matt. 6: 
14–15).

Conclusion: -- “Judge not, and ye shall not be judged: condemn not, 
and ye shall not be condemned: forgive, and ye shall be forgiven” (Lk. 
6:37). Are you willing to forgive?

By David Dann

I grow weary of listening to the radio. Some stations sound like their musical 
repertoire consists of 15 songs! The repetitive nature of listening becomes tedious. But 
then, if I sit down to play the piano I like to play some of the same songs over and over 
again. Professional musicians who play in the great orchestras of the world become tired 
of playing the “big symphonies” of Beethoven, Mozart, and Haydn because they are 
played so often.

Our feelings about repetition are fickle. We want something different every time we 
sit down to watch television, but we want our favorite meals served several times a year. 
Repetition can dull our senses. Not just hearing and taste, the whole mind can become 
blank due to repetition. So why can we sit up and “pay attention” when the repetition is 
something we like so much?

The answer is found in a deeper analysis of the problem. The problem is not the 
repetition, but our attitude about the repetition. If we dislike the song of the radio, 
repetition drives us deeper into disgust. If we love a particular food, repetition just whets 
our appetite. Out attitude makes the difference!

What is your attitude about reading God’s word? What is your attitude about 
studying God’s word? Can you stand the repetition or do you enjoy it? Those who love 
God do not grow weary of reading and studying the word of God. Instead, they are 
edified and encouraged by its repetition (1 Thessalonians 4:18). We sometimes “give up” 
on listening to a sermon because we have heard similar sermons on similar topics many 
times. The repetition can cause us to “fade out” mentally. I would suggest it’s not really a 
problem of repetition, but a problem with our attitude.

Repetition permeates our life. At times we think nothing of it, at other times we 
despise it. If we allow those bad feelings to invade our heart in regards to serving God, it 
will not be long before we stop serving God. Be diligent and faint not!

Repetition               by Charles Willis

Marriage Tune-Up     Sunday, November 17th at 3PM

A 90 minute class with discussion for married couples of all ages.
Come and consider what God has revealed 

about how we are to live in a marriage relationship. 


